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© Reverend S1R, 1 
Take the liberty to put the in- 
ras cloſed —— — hands, 
and through them to ſend it 
into che world, if it be fo 
7 fortunate as to meet with your 
= approbation. Ir contains the 
real ſentiments of many of the clergy in re- 
ference to the repeal of the Sacramental 
Teſt ; the preſent ſubject of converſation 
every W e 
We are inform'd in the country, that 
there is a deſign, this ſeſſion of parliament, 
to move for a bill to explain the Corporation 
and Teſt Acts; by which acts it is required, 
that the ſacrament of the Loxn's SUPPER 
ſhould be received, according to the uſage of 
the Church of England, as a neceſſary qua- 
lification for enjoying any place of honour or 
profit under the government. There are 
1 many 


— 


V\ 


| vir; wits wiſh them-g6od;luck in. 
of the Lord; aud woutd do's 
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promote ſo juſt and laudable a a deſign: Nor 
can we forbear expreſſing our great concern 


2 „ as wall 


at the warm oppolitidh it is like to meet with 


from thoſe very men; who, if the fear of 


| Gop was truly before en eyes, yroul would 7 


be the firſt movers in this r Sefer 

It was along time e're I could be cke a 
believe, that this glorious deſign would be 
obſtructed by the vigorous oppoſition of the 
clergy ; and I was never more ſurprized; than 
to heat it aſſerted, that'the church will not 
bear the repeal: I know one of the dignita- 


. ries of our church very lately ſaid on this 
ſubject, that the re repel Was # = and right, | 
1 — it ought to be but that it was in 


« wrong hands, the motion ſhould” come 
« from the church? Iam entirely - of the 
ſame mind, that the clergy of England are 


the very perſons, who ſhould,” Fox Gov's 
SAKE, and for the honour of religion, appear- 
_ firſt in this cauſey and by earneſtly ſolliciting 


the re 


peal, make the accompliſhment of it 


ina ſenſe their on act and deed: and I am 
perſuaded nothing could be more eaſily com- 
paſſed, if the qr af took its * from this 


uarter. 
But, Sir, ew are we to ex 


iahls > 


Does there appear any thing like ſuch atem- 
per in the clergy? 2 not things a quite 
different 


& from cheſe 


nn; fab He 
ditferent arpect ? Doe not the elief op 
Fin and clamour againſt the repeal = 
very merle? And are- there any 
Ha ptoms that forebode their coming 
to à better t I wiſh to Go there 
were l but inſteatt of this, I think tis viſible 
111 che behaviour of "many" of our facred 
order" [ Tam" forty to fay it:] that there is 
fone ber lader bel hearts in the Ec- 
Oleft/HHeul ' Eflubliſhment, "and! is deater to 
theth; than the jnſtſtutions of chriſtianity: . 
Or othetwiſe ſurely they would never ap- 
prehend Mbowe nber and danger from any 
thing, that may be done for the reſcuing a 
folemn'ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt from that 


contempt; which has been caſt upon it, by 


its being appointed for poſes, very unſui- 
table to the origea kee of jts inſtitution. 


But cho the clergy do not fee fit to be 
tbe movers in this cauſe of Chriſt and chri- 
ſtian liberty; yet is it not monſtrouſly ab- 
ford that they ſhould do any thing to diſ- 
eouragt or oppoſe thoſe, who are willing 
ro make the atcemnft > Muſt the defrgn mil- 

cafty,/becauſe it is in the hands of difſencers? 
Let the clergy Thow their zeal for the credit 
of religion, 'by* heartily undertaking this 
work, and I'll venture to ſay, that the diſ- 
ſenters will be content, that they ſhould 
have the honour of compaffing it. 

"Tis now, Sir, generally apprehended, I 
find, that the clergy are univerſally againſt 
as inte the 


— — — —_ ow 2 — — — — 2 —ů 2 


many of the refloctions yhich are caſt. upon 
our order; and which are unjuſtly improved, 

not only to the contempt of our character 
and office, but alſo to the prejudice of the 
chriſtian religion, of which we are mini- 
ſters: there are, to my certain knowledge, 
many wiſe and good men, hearty: friends 
and glorious ornaments to the church, who 
are greatly ſtumbled .. at. the ' oppoſition, 
which is made in the, name of the church 
to this deſign ; a „which the honour 
of Gop, the credit of religion, the intereſt 
of our moſt gracious ſovereign king George, 
the proſperity of our country, the true ad- 
vantage of the church of England itſelf, and 
the welfare of the ſouls of men, do jointly 
call upon us, if we have a due regard to any 
of them, to do what we can to promote. 
Be ſo good, Sir, either by publiſhing this 
performance, or by ſome better pro- 
duction of your own, to let the world know, 
that all the clergy in England are not againi 
a repeal of the Sacramental Teft ; this is a 
miſtaken notion, and a falſe repreſentation ! 
there are a number (and Idare be bold to ſay 
a great number too) of the moſt pious, con- 
ſcientious, and loyal clergy, who are ear- 
neſtly defirous that the deſigned attempt 
ſhould meet with ſucceſs: and notwithſtand- 
ing the majority may lie on the other fide ; 
yet let it be conſider d, that to make i r 

0 
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boaſted majority, many muſt be reckon d, 
whoare a publick ſcandal to the ir character, 
by being known enemies to their Gop and 
their king, tho they have ſolemnly engaged 
fidelity to both. But ſuch men ſurely are 
worthy of no regard; nor ſhould their being 
of one fide or the other in the debate have 
any influence or weight: unleſs their oppo- 
ſition to the repeal ſhould be interpreted by 
all pious men, and loyal ſubjects, as an ar- 
gument for the fitneſs and neceſſity of it: 
- which I confeſs I think it _— . 
Iam in great hopes the noble ſpirit of li- 
berty, which now appears in our nation, will 
conquer all the oppoſition of bigottry and 
blind zeal; and that his preſent Majeſty, by 
his wiſe adminiſtration, will be able to ſettle us 
upon the firmeſt foundations of true chriſtian 
liberty: and I pray Gon, all publick affairs 
may be over- ruled in ſo kind a manner by 
divine providence, as that we may every 
day more remarkably appear to be, that 
HAPPY people whoſe Gop is the Logp. 


I am Durs, 


EvsrBivus REGivs. 
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| ment now in force, yay cov 
13th Car. II. and the other 2 

which the holy ſacrament of the Loxp's- 
| SoPPER is appointed to be receiv d according 
ö to the uſage of the churvb of England, as a 
ö neceffary qualification for any office. or »ffices, 
civil or military. And whereas the repeal of 
theſe acts is now become the common ſub- 


apply to the legiſlature for xchef in this caſe. 
EAA And whereas it has been confidently and 
induſtriouſly reported, that all the clergy in 
the eſtabliſhed church are enemies to the de- 
ſign, and uſe their moſt obſtinate endeavours 


to obſtru& ir —And whereas ſuch reports 
: | we 


Pr 8 
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XXI Hereas there are two acts of parlia- 
Car. IL} by 


ʒject of diſcourſe; and there is a deſign to 


% 


I 

we apprehend are calculated to bring an 
odium upon the clergy, and thro them to 
do a prejudice, not only to chriſtianity in, 
general, but to the church England in 
particular, ting her miniſtets as 
too — of her ſacred inſtitutions, and 
not enough concern d fot the purity and ho- 
nour of the moſt ſolemn ordinance of our 
holy religion: Wetherefore *** miniſters 
of the goſpel, and cler of the eſta- 
bliſh'd church, do moſt ly cohcur in 
earneſt deſires that theſe two foremention d 
acts may be And vie do in the 
moſt ſ manner call upon all our reye- | 
rend fathers and brethren in the church to 
unire their kind affiſtance in order to com- 
paſs this glorious defign ;. or at leaſt not to 
throw any difficulties or di ments in 
the way: And we do moſt humbly deſire all, 
true members of the church, as ſuch, in 
their ſeveral ranks and ſtations, to counte- 
nance and promote this deſign to the utmoſt 
of their power. We do moreover invite all 
our ren, the clergy, to join with us in 
this petition; which we upon mature and 
ſerious conſideration do unfeignedly approve 
of, and conſent to: this we are willing to 
ſignify to the world; partly to confront a 
malicious report, and to ſhow, that all the cler- 
gy are not for continuing the teſf; and 
partly to bear our teſtimony for the repeal, 

and to clear our own conſciences, by deli- 
B vering 


. 
vering to the world thoſe reaſons, whiclr 
oblige us to wiſh theſe laws abrogated :=and 
they are ſuch as theſe. +4 
I. Becauſe we are of opinion, that by theſe 
acts the ſacred ordinance of the Lord's- 
Supper is proſtituted to carnal purpoſes, and 
debaſed to very low. and unworthy. ends: 
therefore as MINISTERS O THE GOSPEL, and 
out of a real regard to our lord and maſter, 
we think ourſelves obliged to wiſh and pray 
that by the repeal of theſe acts, this ſacra- 
ment may be reſcued from a groſs abuſe, and 
be applied to that uſeè only, for which Chriſt 
appointed it. 1 7507 x 
The ſacrament of the Lord's-Supper is 
one of the moſt ſolemn ordinances of the 
chriſtian religion, deſigned by Chriſt to be 
celebrated as a memorial of his dying love to 
mankind: to make this facred ' ordinance 
then a qualification for a civil office, muſt 
be debafing it to a very mean purpoſe; 
uſing it as an engine of ſtate inſtead of a re- 
ligiousrite; and applying itto a carnal end, 
when in its original inſtitution it was deſign- 
ed to keep alive in our fouls a conſtant ſenſe _ 
of obligation to Chriſt our redeemer, and 
hereby to diſpoſe us to the practice of true 
religion. © Do this in remembrance of ME”, 
ſays Chriſt; and the inſpired apoſtle adds, 
sas often as ye eat this bread and drink this 
* cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's. death till he 
9 5 1 8 « come“. 
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come Sure this is a ſerious and ſolemn 


thing! it muſt needs demand our higheſt re- 
verence; and ought ro be performed with 
the moſt humble and affectionate temper of 


mind. Our inexpreflible obligations to 


Chriſt ſhould excite our warmeſt love, when 
in the ſacred repreſentation we behold a cru- 
cified Jeſus, view the emblems of his coſtly 
ſacrifice, and reflect upon the unparallel'd 
agonies he endured, when he expired on the 
curſed tree, in order to recover us from that 
ruinous condition into which the fall had 
ſunk the human race. Surely, if men are 
ever ſerious, humble and thankful; if ever 


their ſpirits are in a pious frame, it muſt be 


upon ſuch ſolemn and grand occafions.. * 

But if the minds of men are not properly 
impreſſed by arguments of this tender na- 
ture; the apoſtle has ſuggeſted a conſidera- 
tion, which ſhould certainly awe them into 
a molt ſerious and reverent frame, whenever 
they draw near to this ſacred ſolemnity ; and 
that is, the expectation of a future judgment; 


ye do ſhew the Lord's death TILL. RE 
 * coME”. Chriſt is coming again in a glo- 


rious manner, to ſit in judgment upon the 
world; he will then ſtrictly enquire whether 
the ſtatutes and laws of his kingdom were 
regularly complied with, and whether his 
ordinances were obſerved with a right temper 
of mind, and for religious ends: Nor can 
any thing leſs be expected, but that he will 

B 2 then 
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| and worldly 


COLL 


chen ſererely puniſh both the negleet and the 


— of his inſtitutions. 


This is the true doctrine of che 80 
n! is what we and all the clergy have decla- 
rr of; and this is what 

ged to preach to others, as one 
tant truths of religion; 
ſome reſpects of natural 
religion, though much rnd and illu- 


1 ſtrated by the ſuperior light of the Goſpel. 


As we therefore firmly believe this do- 


| arine of a future day of trial, when © Gop 
will judge the — by that man whom 
e he hath appointed, even Jeſus Chriſt, 


* who ſhall judge the quick and the dead 
* at his appearing, and his kingdom; and 
as we hope at that day to give up our ac- 
counts with joy, we think it our undoubted 


duty to deſire the removing of the ſacramen- 


tal reſt. Should it not be the care of every 
chriſtian miniſter, eſpecially of every biſhop, 
to preſerve the ſacred inſtitutions from be- 
ing profaned or abuſed ? Is it not a diſho- 
nour to the king of kings to ſubje the moſt 
ſolemn ordinance of his religion to carnal 
purpagſes.? How can men in 
holy 0 — of ſacred characters, ever 
be ſaid to fulfil their miniſtry; or what ac- 
count will they be able to give to their lord 
and maſter at the great day, who have been 
inſtruments of goſpel ordinances, 


and of caſting the ſacred proviſions 1 the 
ord's 


_ 1 
lord's table before dogs and ſwine? And 
will not . ck in the ſame condem- 
nation, ho uſe their influen 28 
ate ſuch an abuſe? Is this our fait! fulneſs 
to our maſter, to be the occaſion of vjlify- 
ing bis inſtitutions, or of obſtructing any 
meaſures for recovering them from co 
tempt? Is this our love for our bleſſed ſa- 
viour to do what we gan to perpetuate 2 
* moſt ſhameful proſticution of that ſacr 
ordinance, which he appointed at the cloſe 
of his life, and as it were with his dying 
breath? Is Chriſt thus to be treated by his 
friends ? Shall the body and blood of Chrift 
be thus ſpurn'd and trampled upon thro”. 
our means ? 1 N can * ſhocking 
thought! Will all our preaching or writi 
: 45 mac of the goſpel be of any fe and 
| advantage, if it appears that we are inſtru- 
mental in throwing contempt upon its moſt 
_ ſolemn appointments? Will not men in 
this caſe be forward to ſay, that we do nor 
believe ourſelves ; that we are not in good 
earneſt about religion ;. and that we mean 
nothing but preferment and domination? 
Will not great diſcredit hereby come to 
ourſelves, and to religion too? Indeed it is 
well known that many men talk at this rate 
already ; and the miniſterial office is fink- 
ing daily into diſrepute : they begin to ſay, 
there is nothing in religion; no ſacredneſs 
in the ordinances of Chriſt; tis all pretence 
| and 
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and trick; tis all a polirick contrivance to 


keep the world in awe.— This way of talk- 
ing indecd is not fair; it is very wrong to 
draw ſuch a concluſion from the ill lives of 
any cletgymen, or the neglect with which 
ſome of that ſacred character treat the venes 
rable inſtitutions of the goſpel: for even al- 
lowing that there is too much cauſe for 
complaint on that#head, (I wiſh to Gop 
there were none at all!) yet the chriſtian 
religion is not itſelf one jot the worſe.” Let 


the behaviour of its miniſters and profeſſors 


be what it will, chriſtianity is ſtill a moſt 
lovely inſtitution, every way worthy of irs 
great author, and admirably adapted to 

romote the happineſs of mankind in this 
and the future world. Such offences in the 
preſent diſorderly ſtate of things can ſcarce 
be prevented; it is ſaid, they will come; 
but Wor to that man by whom they come, &c. 
A dreadful account will ſuch men have to 

ive at the great day, who have treated the 
ordinances of Chriſt with negle& them- 
ſelves, or have been the occaſion of others 
doing ſo. Under the ſerious impreſſion of 
this, We do in the moſt ſolemn manner ad- 
jure all our brethren by the living Gop, as 


ever they expect or defire to appear at his 


bar with comfort, to encourage the deſigned 
attempt for a repeal of the ſacramental teſt, 
and to unite in a petition to the legiflature 
for that purpoſe. | 2 


re Fa 
Allow it to be added. under this head, that 
| the, ordinances of the goſpel are ſo peculiar, 
ly the rights of Chriſt; that to apply them 
to carnal uſes, ſeems to be a bold infringment 
of his prerogative as King of his church. 
He himſelf ſaid upon another occaſion, 
render to Cz/ar the things which. are 
* :Czſar's, and to Gop the things which are 
„ Gop's. Sacred inſtitutions are the pro- 
perty of Gop and to be render'd. to. him; 
1. e. to be obſerved in obedience to his com- 
mand, in the manner which he has appoint- 
ed, and for the uſes and purpoſes which he 
propoſed in the original ſettlement: nor do 
we ſee how the applying any of them to 
civil purpoſes, can be vindicated from the 
imputation of invading the rights of Gop, 
and rendring to Cæſar the things which are 
Gop's alone. K * 


II. Becauſe we are of opinion, that theſe two 
laws are very prejudicial to his majeſty's go- 
vernment, and to the true intereſts of his 
royal houſe: We therefore having taken the 
oaths to the King, and being in principle 
and conſcience moſt HEARTY FRIENDS to his 
ſacred perſon and family, do think ourſelves 
obliged ro defire the repeal of thoſe laws, as 
what we apprehend will- be vaſtly for the 
advantage of the preſent happy eſtabliſh- 

ment, | 


That 


# « 


. „ ; 
That the continuance of theſe acts ſerves 
the cauſe of popery and the pretender our 
enemies know with pleaſure. The King's 
hands are by this means tied up, that he is 
3 to Ae the ſervice of any of 
jofe ſubjects, who may ſcruple to quali 
themſelves according * the direQton 7 
the zZeft act. It is well known, that the de- 
ſign of this act was to prevent the Dute of 
Yor#'simploying papiſtsin theadminiftration, 
| Whenever he ſhould come to the throne : to 
tie up the hands of the King, and fo to 
reftrain the royal prerogative was the direct 
view of the act: and in this view it ought 
ever to be confider'd, as depriving the King 
of a power ( which ſurely ſhould belong to 
the crown) of uſing the ſervice of any of 
his good ſubjects, as he ſhall ſee occaſion, | 
The repeal of this act muſt not be con- 
ſider d as a benefit to the diſſenters, ſo much 
as reſtoring a fit right and power to the 
throne : For ſuppolimg the legiſlature ſees fit 
actually ro repeal the Sacramental Teſt, not 
one diſſenter by this means comes into any 
place of power or profit. His majeſty is 
not hereby obliged ro employ any one of 
them : But here lies the grand advantage of 
| the repeal, that the King may then have the 
| aſſiſtance of any of his ſubjects, who can 
1 beſt ſerve him as fat as he ſees fit to uſe 
| | them. The enemies of the preſent 
1 happy eſtabliſhment feel the force of this 
. argument; 
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argument; and therefore to a man will do 


vellous and aſtoniſhing, 
Is it not e e any government to 


debar it the free uſe of its friends? Does not 
the ſtrength and ſecurity of every govern- 
ment chiefly depend on the number of its 
ſubjects, and their friendſhip? Let us then 
only confider what a vaſt number of hearty 
friends to the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, 
are by theſe acts incapacitated for offices 
civil or military; be they otherwiſe ever ſo . 
capable of ſervice, and let their aſſiſtance be 
ever ſo much needed: and it will appear 
reaſonable diſpute, that the conti- 
nuance of theſe acts is a great weakening to 
the government, and the repeal of them 
therefore ſhould be defired by all who þear a 
hearty regard to their King, and ſincerely 
with the proſperity of their country. 

The way of calculating numbers in this 
affair is N very wrong. We generally 
conſider the diſſenters as the only men ex- 
cluded by theſe acts; and then we ſay, they 
are but a ſmall handful of people, a very 
inconſiderable party of men, not worth re- 
garding; and ſo the ill influence of theſe 

acts is Iook d upon as nothing. | 
| Wt. © * | Bur 
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But let us fairly. conſider, who are really 


| affefted by theſe laws, and it will appear 
that the number is exceeding large. 


There are ſeveral members of the church 
of England, men of piety and ſtrict religion, 
whoſe conſciences will-not allow .them tg 
take this holy ſacrament as a qualificatian; - 
and by this means the king loſes the benefic 
of their ſervices in the capacity of Juſtices of 

ace, &c. tho' Gop knows it is a moſt de- 


flrable thing to have ſuch men placed in of- 


fice. They are men heartily attach'd to the 
eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, never frequent 


che ſeparate meetings of nonconformiſts, 


conſtantly attend in their own pariſh chur- 
ches; but they cannot receive the LoxD's- 


 Svyeex (appointed by Chriſt for the great 


purpoſes of religion) merely as a qualifica- 
tion for a civil or military office. And tru- 
ly it is ſurprizing how ſo many ſerious good 
men can receive the communion for this 
end ! tho' we take not upon us to judge any 
man; yet as we ſhould not dare to act thus 
ourſelves, ſo neither could we ever encou- 
rage any to proceed this way; but have up- 
on all occaſions proteſted againſt the pra- 
ctice, as a ſad proſtitution of a moſt ſolemn 


ordinance: and many pious and excellent 


churchmen, with whom we have convers d, 
being in the ſame way of thinking, have 
hereby been render d incapable of acting for 


the preſent government, in that ſphere, and 


2 | | with 


„ 
with that zeal, which otherwiſe they glad- 
ly would have done. 9 
But let us proceed; by theſe acts are in 
the ſtrongeſt manner excluded from the ſer- 
vice of the government all perſons who live 


without repentance in any grievous crimes: 


for according to the direction of the church, 
all ſuch perſons are in the moſt ſolemn 
manner and warn'd not to preſume 
to come to that holy table, | for a reaſon 
which ſurely. ſhould make the heart of every 
ſuch perſon tremble at the thoughts of the 
hazard he runs by receiving the ſacrament] 
left: the devil enter into them as he did into Ju- 
and fill them full of all iniquity, and 
bring them to deſtruction both of body and ſoul. 
Obſerve now in what a fituation the go- 
vetnment is with reſpect to the ſervices of 
ſuch unhappy men: they have very conſi- 
derable capacities to- ſerve the government, 
and perhaps their circumſtances are ſuch as 
require the adyantages of profitable offices to 
ſupport the dignity of their birth ; they ac- 

cordingly are nominated to civil or milita 
offices; they are diſpoſed to accept thoſe of- 
fices with thankfulneſs ; but then they find 
themſelves cramp'd: here comes the reſt 
act and tells them, they © muſt receive the 
« ſacrament of the Lokp's-Su RR, accor- 
< ding to the uſage of the church of Eng- 
« land, within three months after their ad- 
* mittance into or receiving their ſaid au- 
C 2 A thority 
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te thority or employment; the not doing 
this ſubjects them to moſt grievous penal- 
ties. Well, ſay they, we'll e'en do it, ra- 
ther than not keep our places. But then 


comes the miniſter by order and command 
of the church, and tells them, that it is dan- 
gerous to preſume to receive this holy ordi- 
nance unworthily; that if they know them- 


ſelves to be © blaſphemers of Gop, hinder- 


« ers or ſlanderers of his word, adulterers, 
« or in malice, or envy, or in any other 
« grievous'crime ; they muſt repent of their 


4 fins, or elſe not come to that holy table,” 
be eternally undone.— If therefore 


all ſuch perſons ſhould pay a regard to the 


leſt they 


warnings of the church, and ſo refuſe to 
ſerve in publick offices, what a vaſt number 


of hands indeed would the government loſe? 


| Now add to all theſe, the body of the pro- 


teſtant diſſenters, the greateſt part of whom 


are diſqualified for the ſervice of the publick 
by theſe incapacitating acts; and I believe 
every true friend to his country muſt allow, 
that-it is ten thouſand pities that the go- 


vernment ſhouid be thus weakned, by being 


deprived of the power of uſing ſuch a num- 


ber of irs ſubjects, and many of them ſome _ 


of the beſt and moſt hearty ſubjects in the 
Kingdom. For however we may diſap- 


prove the ſeparation of the diſſenters from 


the communion of the church'; yet com- 
mon juſtice will oblige us to own that they 
BY .* are 


E 
are as zealous friends to the preſent govern- 
ment as any in the nation; - nay it muſt be 
acknowledged, that they can ſay what no o- 
ther body of people amongſt us can ſay, 
that never Oxx of their number appear'd in 
rebellion againſt the preſent royal family, or 
was ever known to be concern'd in any mea- 
ſures to the prejudice of the Hanover ſuc- 
ceſſion. We all remember how ſtedfaſtly 
they adhered to this in the laſt years of Q. 
Anne; thoſe melancholy years! and how 
much they ſuffer'd for this reaſon ; when 
many, who profeſs'd themſelves ſons of the 
church, were acting a quite different part, 
urſuing meaſures to defeat the Elector of 
ANOVER's claims, and to betray us into 
the hands of a popiſh pretender. . We who 
love and honour his ajeſty ; and remem- 
ber what inſults all his friends, and eſpeci- 
ally the diſſenters, met with in. thoſe fad 
times ; and with what a firm reſolution 
they maintain'd an unſhaken zeal for the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion in the face of all dan- 
gers; cannot but lament to think that his 
Majeſty's hands ſhould be tied up by theſe 
acts, ſo that he is not capable upon any oc- 
caſion of rewarding the paſt zeal, or uſing 
the future ſervices of ſuch ſtanch and un- 
moveable friends. EIS 1-5 
In order therefore to ſupport the chara- 
cter of faithful ſubjects to the beſt of Kings; 
and in purſuance of our oaths to do all we 
> can 
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ean to Promote the eaſe and honour. of his 
we think ourſelves obliged 
earneſtly to beg the removal of thoſe acts, 
whereby his majeſty is deprived of the help 
3 of a great number of his good and faithful | 


| ſubjects 


III. Becauſe we e approbienid hee the « con- 
tinuance of thefe acts is really to the pre- 
judice of the church of England herſelf; 
therefore as true ſons of the church we can- 
not but deſire the repeal of them. | 

However ſurprizing this may ſeem, con- 
fidering the different entations which 
are indofiricully fpread about; yet we _ | 
that the abrogating theſe acts muſt every wa 
tend to che real advantage of the ab | 
church. 

To this end let it be conſider 4—This 
will have a manifeſt tendency to reconcile 
difſenters to the church; they will more 
likely be diſpoſed to attend, at leaſt ſome- 
times on publick worſhip, and by _ 
may probably be drawn into her boſom , 
eſpecially thoſe among * He may be 
thought proper s for offices in cor po- 
— — — of peace, Fc. The 
ſeparation will infallibly be ſhortned by this 
means; and for what we know a few gene- 
rations will put a final period to it. The 
diſſenters, eſpecially the Presbyterians (as 


ve have been inform d) are not vebement 
| enemies 


33 


enemies to the church; they. can many of 
them, and we hear they ſometimes do receive. 
the facrament at church: their difſicul- 
ty about the teſt- qualification is, not be- 
cauſe they muſt receive the ſacrament ac- 
cording to the uſage of the church of Eng- 
und, but becauſe they are obliged to receive 
that ſacred ordinance, As. 4 qualification for 
an office z and their 0 ection would {till re- 
_ if receiving ſacrament in their 
te — was deemed ſufficient. 
| r pplying the ſacrament to the 
purpoſes of civil il government be a proſtitu- 
tion of a moſt ſacred ordinance, (as we have. 
already ſhewn) then che continuance of 
theſe acts for the fake of the church and at 
the inſtigation of the clergy, muſt be ve 
diſpleaſing to the great Gon; and the church 
may hereby be in danger one time or other 
of feeling the dreadful effects of his anger. 
The good Lord avert all his judgments, and 
make the church to grow and proſper 
Further; it is a ſhameful — and 
ſcandalous reflection upon the church, to 
repreſent her as needing theſe acts to ſupport 
her. We cannot but with ſurprize hear any 
of the Members of the church ſpeak of 
theſe acts as the ourworks of our eccleſiaſtical 
eſtabliſhment: or talk of an attempt to get 
them. repealed, as no leſs than endeavouring 
to break down the fences of the church! As 
— ſcandal to the eccleſiaſtical —_ 
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tion! Is thechurchto be thus wounded by her 


- ownchildren? Isſhe to be repreſented as ſoun- 


ded upon oppreſſion? Isſhe ſo weak as toneed. 


ſuch outworks, or to be fenced in by ſeach 
acts? Will not the purity; of her doctrine, 


the exactneſs of her diſcipline, and above all 


the exemplary converſation and piety of her . ; 


clergy; will not all cheſe, under divine ber 
or 


vidence, be a ſufficient ſecurity to her 


muſt ſhe be adorned with worldly advantages 


in order to recommend her to the eſteem and 
approbation of men's judgments and con- 
ſciences? Do others ch or live better 


than her clergy? is their doctrine more evan- 
gelical and pure? cheir diſcipline more or- 


derly and regular? that ſhe muſt be poſſeſſed 


of all offices civil and military, in order to 


rable conſtitution! Twas a ſhrewd reply a 


bring men into her communion, and keep 
them in her boſom? Can there be a more 
cruel reflection upon any church than this! 


In truth, if we were of opinion that the 


church was really ſo weak, as to ſtand in 
need of ſuch fences, and barriers, we ſhould 
think it moſt adviſeable to withdraw out of 
the pale of the church, and to have nothing 
to do with a conſtitution ſo crazy and 
ſhatter d. Is it not moſt ſhameful, that 
whenever any thing is propoſed for the ge- 
neral liberty of the ſubject, it ſhould imme- 
diately be conſtrued againſt the church, and. 


| ſhe muſt be repreſented in danger? nothing 


can be more reflecting upon her moſt admi- 


quaker 


EF 

naker once made to the late, Biſhop Atter= 
| 2. who was preſſing him to come intothe 
church ; no, ſays he, I can't ; I would 
« willingly be of a ſafe church, but thine is 
« always in danger, and therefore I am 
« afraid of coming into it”. And really if 
the church was perpetually (tottering as ſhe 
is faid to be) it would be the wiſeſt way to 
keep out of it. But does not every true 
ſriend of the church, ſee the abſurdity of 
repreſenting her as built upon ſuch weak 
and feeble foundations 9 SH 
-  Befides, is it not ſtill more abſurd to in- 
ſinuate, as if the church could not be ſup- 
ported, but at the expence of the moſt ſacred 

ordinance of the chriſtian religion? If the 
church muſt have a teſt for its ſecurity, in 
the name of Gop let it not be ſuch an one, 
as ſhall lay any appointment of the goſpel 
open to contempt and ſcandalous abuſe: 
no church on earth can juſtly plead her own 
ſecurity as a ſufficient excuſe for the pro- 
ſtitution of any religious ordinance ; 
and if any church cannot be ſupported 
without ſuch a proſtitution, ſhe will give 
Wiſtrong grounds of ſuſpicion, that whatever 
be pretends to, yet ſhe is not the church of. 
chriſt. We are indeed confounded to think 
Vvhither this notion of the teſt's being a bar- 
rier and fence to the church muſt lead us; 
and what an injurious reflection it is upon the 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, to be repreſented 
D as 
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as needing any ſuch ſupports. Mas unac- 
countable is it that an 80 like this ſnould 
drop from her own children. whom ſhe has. 

ly nurs'd up and provided for! when 


Kol unkind reproach on the church could 


not have been expected from the moſt un · 
reaſonable and malignant enemy ſhe has. 

Moreover, the removing theſe incapacita- 
ting acts will be of ſervice to the church, in 


as, much as it will extricate the moſt pious 
part of the clergy from one of, the greateſt. 


Mculties they now labour under, in the 


diſcharge of their duty; namely, their be- 


ing obliged to adminiſter the holy euchariſt 
oftentimes to thoſe very 3 'whom 
they are directed by the church to warn not 


to approach the holy table. Some of the 


moſt conſcientious of the clergy have al- 


ways lamented this as a grievous burden; 
tho' but few have had the courage to run 


the hazard of refuſing to admit to this ſa- 
cred ordinance perſons that have come our 


of pure obedience to this act; whoſe lives 


have been notoriouſly profligate, and alto- 


gether repugnant to the precepts of. the 


goſpel. 
et it be added once more; that the great- 


eſt weight of this act lies on the members 


of the church, and not on thoſe who diſ- 


ſent from it. The number of members the 
church boaſts of is ſo vaſtly ſuperior to all 


n that many churchmen muſt be 


ſuppos d 
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ſuppos d to be in offices, © one An SR 

the diſſenters; and is it not monilkeeufly 
hard that all theſe ſhould be obligeq jar 
take of a ſacted otdinance, whic 

lation to the office they are to { de 
they would chuſe to be excus d, or 1 — 
never have preſum'd ſo far, did not che | 
holding the ſaid office make it neceſſary ? 
Inſtead of ſaying the church will not bear the 
repeal; ſurely the church ought to defire 
it; and all the Lay churchmen in the king- 
dom have grounds to look upon it as a pro- 
digious grievance. What, Cannot ap honeft 
churchman, that goes duly to his pariſh 
church, be admitted to the office of an ex- 
ciſeman, or be choſen into the common 
council, unleſs he receives the holy ſacra- 
ment as a teſt? Does not his whole life de- 
= clare him a churchman? Perhaps he has 
= ſome ſcruples upon his mind about the na- 
ture or ſolemnity of this Holy ordinance, 
which forbid his approach to it ; and muſt 
he therefore be incapable of ſerving the 
King, or of providing for his family in an 
honeſt way, and it may be the only way he 
has to do it in. Or poſſibly ſome, wha paſs 
under the name of churchmen, knowing 
themſelves to be given to drinking, or ſome 
other vice which the goſpel forbids, may be 
afraid of drawing near the holy cable, when 
che miniſter ſolemnly warns them againſt 
coming ; and muſt they then loſe their pla- 

D 2 
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ces, of put a force upon conſcience, and do 


a religſpus duty with the reluctance of their 
minds? Is not this exceeding hard upon the 
members of the church? have they not juſt 
cauſe to complain? What connection is there 
between a man's receiving the ſacrament and 
his being an exciſeman? the former is a re- 
ligious act for which He is accountable to 


Gop; but it does not make him one jot more 


capable of executing his office, nor does it 
give the government the leaſt degree of 
greater aſſurance of his honeſty or loyalty : 
This can't be infinuated ; unleſs we ſu 
poſe that all, who come to the holy table, 
are pious men and faithful ſubje&s; which 
we wiſh with all our hearts could be made 


to appear. | N 
if there muſt be a teſt for the ſecurity. of 


the church, let it be to this effect: that 
no drunkards, whoremongers, common 


* ſwearers or blaſphemers; none that pro- 
e phane the ſabbath, and ſtatedly abſent 
te themſelves from the publick worſhip of 
« Gop; none wha will not give ſecurity to 


the government of their fidelity, and 
attachment to the intereſts of his majeſty 


« King GEORGE and his moſt illuſtrious fa- 
ce mily; none that curſe God and the King; 


* ſhall be capable of any office civil or mi- 


6e litary (we are content to goa ſtep further 
and add) or eccleſiaſtical within theſe king- 
« doms ; and if any in ſuch offices ſhall be 

I « pub- 
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& publickly convicted of any notorious 
„ crimes, they ſhall be 7/0 facto deprived 


and turned out of the ſame”.——Let 
ſomething like this be the teſt, and no doubt 
the church will approve it as. fully anſwer- 
ing all valuable purpoſes both to herſelf and 
to the ſtate. This would tend to make men 
good and loyal; or however it would give a 


check to the open wickedneſs and diſloyalty, 


which is the ſhame and ſcandal of the pre- 
It would be defirable to know, who are 


to be underſtood by the church, when we 


are told that ſhe will be ſo offended at a 


' repeal of theſe acts. If it be ſaid, the Cler- 


gy; probably then the propoſition may be 


true in general, that the greateſt part of the 


clergy will not like the repeal ; nor can leſs 
be expected; there has been too much cauſe 


given to fear, that the majority of them 


do not like the King, nor his government, 


nor any of his friends, nor can they ever 


like any ſcheme that will tend to ſtrengthen 


his majeſties intereſt: but is this a reaſon of 


any weight againſt the repeal? ſurely far 
from it; rather quite the reverſe ——Bur if 
by church is meant, the good and pious and 
loyal part of the clergy and lay- men in the 
church; (and none others deſerve the name 
of the church, ) then we hope the propoſi- 
tion is not true | that the church won't bear 
the repeal ] for ſurely the majority of theſe 

| | muſt 
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muſt for Gop's ſake ant the King's; for re- 

| Ligions ſake, and for the honour of the 
church, be earneſtly defitous to have-theſe 
hs abecgsteld! if ang amongſt them are 
otherwiſe minded, the generality we dare 
ſayare not; or howeyer amongſt thoſe, with - 
whom we converlſe,. there are few ſuch. 


IV. We apprehend that by virtue of theſe 
acta many of his majeſty's'good-ſubjeAsare 
injuriouſly opprefled, and great hardſhips 
are hereby laid upon them; and therefore 
out of regard to the liberty of out fellow 
chriſtians, and fellow ſubjects we cannot 
but pray the repeal of theſe laws. To 

It is not the caſe of diſſenters: alone; but 
ſome of the beſt of our churchmen feruple 
to qualify themſelves according to the dire- 
ction of the teſt act; and yet they ate liable 
to be put into offices, which require the 
taking the ſacrament, and may ſuffer 

great damages, if they refuſe to execute 
fach offices, though in their conſciences the 
cannot ſubmit to the qualification — 
Vaſtly hard: firſt to diſqualify men from 
ſerving an office, and then puniſh them for 
not ſerving it. The caſe of Sheriffs is what 
vre refer to. Surely it is meet according to 
all the notions of juſtice and equity, that 
23k the teſt-at ſhould undergo at leaſt ſuch an 
'! , alteration, as ſhallallow any one, who can- 
1 not ſubmit to receive the ſacrament as a qua- 
| * lification, 


r 
lification, to be diſcharged from any obti- 
tion to ſerve àny office, where this quali- 
| ion is required: It is to be hoped char 
the church will not think much of this: 
but if ſhe is grown ſo mercileſs and unjuſt, 
tis likely gentlemen will think ic high time, 
chat ſome methods ſhould be taken to bring 
her to a better and more reaſonable mind. 


e 
concern for the eternal welfare of thoſe, to 


whom we preach; we muſt be humbly of 


opinion that theſe laws' ſhould de 'reverſed. 
We cannot but heartily pity and mourn over 
many, who merely to comply with the teſt 
act come to the Lordꝰs- table, who are men 
of moſt abominably vicious lives, and whoſe 
conſciences tell them they ought not ſo to 
preſume. Are not ſome of the uileſt men in 
the whole nation by this means at one time 
or other brought to the holy table? and to 
have ſuch men obliged to it by a ſtatute of 
the kingdom, is ſurely a moſt hort id ſcandal 
to a chriſtian nation. It would make ones 
heart ake to hear the prophane ſcoffs and 
jeſts whieh many vile wretches have beer 
guilty of upon ſuch ſacred occaſions; and 
the methods, which others who had ſome 
leavings of -conſcience have taken, in order 
to get through this dreadful task enjoyn'd 
by law, are moſt ſhocking. Is there no 
compaſſion, no tenderneſs, no yernings of 


bowels 
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| bowels in the church to her perverſe and waria- 
ton children, that ſhe will vehemently inſiſt 
upon their being obliged to a ſolemn act of re- 
ligion, which at the ſame time ſhe has directed 
her miniſters to warn them againſt? Is this 
the tenderneſs of an indulgent mother! 
Ik it be ſaid the act does not oblige any 
to receive the ſacrament, they need not ac-- 
cept of places: who is ſo weak as not to 
ſee the nome Aut objection? The act 
 fays, they not have an office without 
being thus qualified; and their neceſſities 
tell them, that they can't ſubſiſt without 
the emoluments and profits of ſuch an of- 
157 fice. Deſperate hard terms I either ſtarve 
| odr fin; either offend Gon, or elſe you ſhall 


not ſerve-the king; tho you are capable of 
i ſerving him, and ſtand in need of the ad- 
it vantages from hence ariſing. 

Many more reaſons might be added, as 
| inducing us to petition for the repeal of the 
15 - facramental teſt ; but what has been offer d 
4 we judge ſufficient to determine all who 
have a true regard for Gop and the King, in 
favour of it. May ſucceſs attend the at- 
tempt, whenever it is made] may the 
blefling of almighty Gop reſt upon all thoſe, 
who encourage and ſupport it! May the 
throne of our moſt gracious ſovereign be 
upheld in mercy, and be eſtabliſh'd by righ- 
reouſneſs ! may his enemies be clothed with 


ſhame, and thecrownlong flouriſh upon his 
head! 
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bead! May King Groxcr and his royal 
family be continually the darlings of divine 
providence; and generations yet to come 
enjoy their civil and religious liberties un- 
der the protection of ſome branch of this 
illuſtrious houſe, even to the end of time. 
We pray Gop, who hath the hearts of all 
men in his hands, to incline the whole na- 
tion to moſt friendlyand favourable thoughts 
of a repeal ; and may all parties amongſt us 
be vying and contending in theſe points on- 
ly, (a laudable emulation !) who ſhall 
moſt exceed in piety to Gop, in loyalty 
to the king, and in hearty affection to one 

another. Oh when ſhall it once be! 


Gop ſave the KING. 
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